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Autumn Term 2 2025
Dear Parents and Carers,

We have lots to look forward to this term. With the support of an exciting and stimulating curriculum we will be continuing to help the children to work hard to ensure they achieve their full potential.

Homework:

Must: 
· Read Library book and record in Reading Log for Mondays.
· Access TTRS independently at least 3 times a week.
· Learn Y5 & 6 word spellings.

Should:
· Access Reading Eggs independently. 
· Access Rollama independently.

Could:
· Complete 2 projects from the topic list

5H Miss Hampton – j.hampton@janvrin.sch.je
5LR Miss Le Rossignol – c.lerossignol@janvrin.sch.je 
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Description automatically generated]ALCHEMY ISLAND
Topic Overview
Imagine a place where the air hums with possibility and the ground glitters like it swallowed starlight. That is Alchemy Island, a mysterious land where science and story blend like swirling colours in a potion bottle. It sits somewhere between imagination and investigation, calling curious minds to step through the gateway and uncover its secrets.
Alchemy Island is built on a simple question: how can we explore and explain a world using both creativity and scientific thinking? Students become adventurers, collecting clues, testing materials, mapping landscapes, and puzzling out strange phenomena. Gold streams glimmer beside dark forests filled with odd plants. Wind carries the scent of unknown elements. Rivers run with colours that whisper chemistry, and strange stones might spark like tiny, trapped suns.
This topic brings together geography, science, storytelling, and design. Learners analyse maps, create travel logs, study states of matter, experiment with mixtures and reactions, and imagine the island's creatures, history, and hidden energy sources. Every task becomes part of the journey, like beads on a magical trail.
In the end, Alchemy Island is more than a place. It is a quest to turn curiosity into understanding, just as ancient alchemists dreamed of turning base metals into gold. The real treasure is not treasure at all, but the spark of discovery glowing brighter with each new finding.


	Mathematics
	English

	Our mathematical chapters for this term are:

Multiplication and Division 
In this unit, pupils are multiplying and dividing 3- and 4-digit numbers by single- and double-digit numbers. The unit begins by finding and defining multiples and factors and common factors. Pupils begin to work with prime numbers and determine what makes a number prime or composite. After this, they work with square and cube numbers before moving on to multiplying by 10, 100 and 1000. When multiplying, pupils are encouraged to use a variety of methods, including: number bonds, column methods and the grid method. Number bonds are used to represent multiplicative word problems. Pupils then move on to multiply by 2-digit numbers before beginning to divide by 10, 100 and 1000. The unit ends as pupils learn to divide, giving rise to remainders using multiple methods, including number bonds and long and short division.

Graphs 
In this chapter, pupils read and interpret information in tables and line graphs. The first lesson requires pupils to read and interpret information presented in a table showing flights between Singapore and London. In the next lesson, they are required to use the data to answer questions, however the data has restrictions and must be sorted. The final lesson on tables leaves out key information, such as omitting a train time to indicate the train does not stop at a specific station. Then there are four lessons on line graphs, beginning with a single line to represent a given set of data, followed by constructing line graphs that have more than one data set to represent.

Fractions 
This chapter develops pupils' ability to handle more diverse problems involving fractions, including dividing and multiplying fractions by whole numbers. To begin the chapter, pupils divide whole numbers by whole numbers, giving rise to fractions. Pupils then show improper fractions and mixed numbers using pictures. As they progress through the unit, they find equivalent fractions, compare and order fractions and utilise the number bond strategy, known as number pairs, in their work with fractions. Next, pupils review adding fractions, with a focus on fractions with different denominators and fractions that create improper fractions and mixed numbers. Then they subtract fractions that are different, finding common denominators and subtracting mixed numbers and improper fractions. At the end of the chapter, pupils begin to multiply fractions by whole numbers and multiply mixed numbers by whole numbers. The final lesson involves solving word problems that require multiple steps and bar model representations.
	[image: Shadow Forest]Class Reader: Shadow Forest 

Shadow Forest by Matt Haig is a children’s fantasy adventure that blends mystery, folklore, and humour. It follows a boy named Samuel Blink, who finds himself living in Norway near a strange and forbidden forest. The forest is full of secrets, myths, and dangers, and Samuel is drawn into an adventure that challenges his courage and changes the way he sees the world.

Reading sessions will focus on this book alongside a range of other fiction, non-fiction texts and poetry.

Key Writing focuses to be covered this half term:
· Diary
· Narrative
· Non-Chronological Report

Spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG) skills covered this half term:
· Expanded Noun Phrases
· Relative Clauses
· Use of Commas
· Brackets for Parenthesis
· Dialogue in Narratives
· Punctuating Bullet Points 

	PSHE
	Science

	Our focus for this half term is Relationships:

This unit helps pupils understand what healthy relationships look like. They learn that respect, kindness, and trust are the roots of good friendships and family bonds.
Children explore the difference between appropriate and inappropriate touch and practice ways to say no when something feels wrong. We also look at secrets: fun surprises versus secrets that feel worrying and should be shared with a trusted adult.
Pupils learn about equality and how people can be treated unfairly because of differences. Through stories and discussion, they explore how to stand up for fairness and support others.
By the end, pupils will feel more confident speaking up, setting boundaries, and treating everyone with dignity, like sturdy oak trees growing strong in a shared garden of respect.

	Imagine a world where every push and pull makes something move, stop, or change direction. In this Year 5 topic, students will explore forces and how they shape everyday life.
They will learn about gravity, the invisible pull that keeps us on Earth, and friction, the force that stops things sliding around like ice cubes on a plate. They will also investigate air and water resistance and see how these forces slow moving objects.
Through fun experiments and real-life examples, students will discover how forces work and learn to measure and describe them. By the end, they will understand why balls roll, bikes move, and rockets shoot into the sky.



	Languages
	R.E

	French
We will be reviewing all of the concepts covered during our French Experience Sessions. Students will continue practicing their Conversation Rapide, working toward completing it in two minutes. We will explore vocabulary related to the weather and vowels, as well as revisit key classroom instructions. A variety of engaging games and activities will be used to support learning and reinforce skills.

Learn a New Language this half term is Makaton. 

	Religion focus: Islam
Key Question: What does it mean to be Muslim in Britain today?
Make sense of belief:
• Identify and explain Muslim beliefs about God, the Prophet* and the Holy Qur’an (e.g. Tawhid; Muhammad as the Messenger, Qur’an as the message)
• Describe ways in which Muslim sources of authority guide Muslim living (e.g. Qur’an guidance on Five Pillars; Hajj practices follow example of the Prophet)
Understand the impact:
• Make clear connections between Muslim beliefs and ibadah (e.g. Five Pillars, festivals, mosques, art)
• Give evidence and examples to show how Muslims put their beliefs into practice in different ways
Make connections:
• Make connections between Muslim beliefs studied and Muslim ways of living in Britain/Jersey today
• Consider and weigh up the value of e.g. submission, obedience, generosity, self-control and worship in the lives of Muslims today and articulate responses on how far they are valuable to people who are not Muslims
• Reflect on and articulate what it is like to be a Muslim in Britain today, giving good reasons for their views.

	Music
	Design Technology (DT)

	It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas…
We have a large amount of Christmas songs to learn over the next few weeks and the children are already excited about the ones we have chosen. This year we are delighted to celebrate Christmas with songs in Polish, Portuguese, Romanian and Fillipino alongside our usual favorites. You are invited to share in the celebrations and sing with all of Key stage 2 at the St Helier Methodist Church on the last day of term Thurs 18th Dec at 1.30pm. It was amazing last year and a wonderful way to start the holidays.

	As last term we focused on our Hans Holbein art pieces, this term we are moving onto DT, where the end goal is for the children to create their own island in groups. For this, children will have criteria to meet (is it fit for purpose? Have the correct techniques and materials been used? Is there a 3D element?). Using oracy, the children will present their island to a group of judges in a ‘Dragon’s Den’ activity. 

	P.E
	Computing

	This half term the children will be focused applying their skills and understandings to small sided games of Netball and Volleyball. We will touch on the skills of group balance, climbing and landing. Whilst they will also continue to work on fundamental skills such as throwing, catching, dribbling and striking.
	Children will work in small groups to plan, film, and edit their own short videos. Along the way, they’ll learn how to use cameras and editing software to capture and improve their footage. The unit encourages creativity, teamwork, and problem-solving as pupils take their video ideas from planning all the way to the finished film. Teachers may also introduce green screen techniques to add special effects. At the end of the project, children will reflect on what they’ve learned and how their filmmaking skills have developed.

	Geography
	

	This half term, children will become explorers on a magical quest across Alchemy Island, a fictional world of mysterious landscapes, hidden settlements and unusual natural features. Using maps, compasses and geographical enquiry skills, pupils will navigate the island, uncover clues about its physical and human geography, and compare it to our real-world location, Jersey, with a particular focus on St Helier.
Through creative tasks, practical fieldwork, and map-based challenges, pupils will develop key geographical skills and deepen their understanding of how environments influence people and how people shape environments in return.
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