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Spring Term 1 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,

We have lots to look forward to this term. With the support of an exciting and stimulating curriculum we will be continuing to help the children to work hard to ensure they achieve their full potential.

Homework:

Must: 
· Read Library book and record in Reading Log for Mondays.
· Access TTRS independently at least 3 times a week.
· Learn Y5 & 6 word spellings.

Should:
· Access Reading Eggs independently. 
· Access Rollama independently.

Could:
· Complete 2 projects from the topic list

5H Miss Hampton – j.hampton@janvrin.sch.je
5LR Miss Le Rossignol – c.lerossignol@janvrin.sch.je 
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Topic Overview
In Stargazers, pupils explore space and our place within it. They learn about the Earth, Sun and Moon, how they move relative to one another, and how these movements affect day and night. Children investigate the Solar System, considering the scale, structure and characteristics of planets, and reflect on historical and modern ideas about space exploration.
Through practical investigations, research and observation, pupils develop scientific enquiry skills while deepening their understanding of astronomy. The topic also encourages curiosity, critical thinking and a sense of wonder about the universe.


	Mathematics
	English

	Our mathematical chapters for this term are:

Fractions 
This chapter develops pupils' ability to handle more diverse problems involving fractions, including dividing and multiplying fractions by whole numbers. To begin the chapter, pupils divide whole numbers by whole numbers, giving rise to fractions. Pupils then show improper fractions and mixed numbers using pictures. As they progress through the unit, they find equivalent fractions, compare and order fractions and utilise the number bond strategy, known as number pairs, in their work with fractions. Next, pupils review adding fractions, with a focus on fractions with different denominators and fractions that create improper fractions and mixed numbers. Then they subtract fractions that are different, finding common denominators and subtracting mixed numbers and improper fractions. At the end of the chapter, pupils begin to multiply fractions by whole numbers and multiply mixed numbers by whole numbers. The final lesson involves solving word problems that require multiple steps and bar model representations.

Decimals 
In this chapter, pupils explore decimals. To begin this chapter, they learn to read and write decimal numbers. This is followed by comparing decimal numbers to find out which is greater, and which and smaller. Pupils then add and subtract decimals before turning decimals into fractions. The chapter ends with pupils rounding decimals to the nearest whole number and decimal position.
	[image: Amazon.com: Alone on a Wide Wide Sea: 9780007230587 ...]Class Reader: Alone on a Wide, Wide Sea 

Alone on a Wide, Wide Sea is a moving story about love, loss, and the lasting impact of childhood experiences. The novel follows Arthur Hobhouse, who is sent from Britain to Australia as a child under a government scheme that falsely promised a better life. Instead, Arthur faces loneliness and hardship far from his family. Years later, the story is also told through the eyes of his daughter, Lucy, as she learns about her father’s past and the strength he found through sailing and hope. Michael Morpurgo explores themes of resilience, family, and the importance of truth and understanding history, making this a powerful and emotional read for young readers.

Reading sessions will focus on this book alongside a range of other fiction, non-fiction texts and poetry.

Key Writing focuses to be covered this half term:
· Balanced Argument- end goal is to present these in the States Chamber. 
· Non-chronological report detailing pupil’s own planet- main goal is for children to narrate their outcomes, imitating the style of the voice-over, using their own visual stimulus of their planet.

Spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG) skills covered this half term:
· To spell challenge words
· To know to keep the 'e' when adding 'able' to root words ending 'ce' or 'ge'
· To write adverbs of time and explain their use
· To know when to drop the 'r' when adding suffixes to root words ending 'fer'
· To spell words starting with silent letters
· To spell words with silent letters

	PSHE
	Science

	Our focus for this half term is ‘Living in the Wider World’, throughout this topic we will:

· Explore different media types and their purposes. 
· Learn how to recognise unsafe or suspicious content online. 
· Understand that some media and online content can create stereotypes. 
· Go over the meaning of racism and how problematic it is in our society. 


	In this topic, we will explore Earth and Space and learn about our place in the solar system. We will discover how the Earth and other planets move around the Sun, and how this movement helps shape life on Earth.
We will learn how the Earth rotates on its axis to create day and night and investigate how the tilt of the Earth’s axis causes the seasons. We will explore why different parts of the world experience different seasons at the same time.
We will also study the Moon, learning how it moves around the Earth and why we see different phases of the Moon.
Finally, we will explore the role of gravity, discovering how it keeps planets in orbit and holds objects to the Earth.
By the end of this topic, we will understand how movement and gravity affect the Earth, Moon and planets in our solar system.


	Languages
	R.E

	French
This term in French, pupils will build on their previous learning and develop greater confidence in speaking and understanding the language.
We will begin by recapping classroom instructions, enabling pupils to follow and respond to common commands in French during lessons. This will help them use French more independently in the classroom.
Pupils will then revise numbers to 50, practising counting, recognising numbers and using them in practical contexts such as games, dates and simple problem-solving activities.
Next, we will learn how to ask for and give the time in French. Pupils will practise using key phrases to talk about the time on the hour and half hour, linking this to daily routines.
Finally, pupils will learn to describe their breakfast routines, using simple sentences to say what they eat and drink in the morning and what time they have breakfast. This will help them combine vocabulary with time phrases to talk about everyday life.
By the end of the topic, pupils will be able to understand and use a range of familiar French words and phrases, take part in simple conversations and develop their confidence in speaking, listening, reading and writing in French.

Learn a New Language this half term is Mauritian Creole.

	Religion focus: Christianity
Key Question: Why do Christians believe Jesus was the Messiah?
Make sense of belief:
• Explain the place of Incarnation and Messiah within the ‘big story’ of the Bible
• Identify Gospel and prophecy texts, using technical terms 
• Explain connections between biblical texts, Incarnation and Messiah, using theological terms
Understand the impact:
• Show how Christians put their beliefs about Jesus’ Incarnation into practice in different ways in celebrating Christmas
• Comment on how the idea that Jesus is the Messiah makes sense in the wider story of the Bible
Make connections:
• Weigh up how far the idea of Jesus as the ‘Messiah’ – a Saviour from God – is important in the world today and, if it is true, what difference that might make in people’s lives, giving good reasons for their answers.

	Music
	Design Technology (DT)

	In music we shall be developing our music theory skills through the use of musical games and activities.  Knowledge of duration, pitch and rhythm along with other terms, should be deeply embedded along with their other skills. We will use these skills to re-visit the crazy tune of Rush E and even compose our own individual Rush Me – getting faster and faster. Towards the end of this ½ term we will celebrate the lunar new year using the pentatonic scale to create Chinese inspired music, using a variety of instruments including the digital sounds found on our Ipads.

	For this unit, the children’s end goal will be to work in a pair to build a model of a satellite. This falls in line with our ‘Stargazers’ topic. 

Over this term, the children will go through a three-step process of design, make and evaluate to ensure they have all the skills required to construct their model. The success criteria for this piece are as follows:

✔My satellite looks like a real satellite
✔ My satellite is strong and does not fall apart
✔ I used materials carefully and neatly
✔ I followed my design and plan
✔ My partner and I worked well together
 

	P.E
	Computing

	This half term, the children will be applying their skills and understandings to small sided games of Pok a tok and American tag ball. The children will continue to develop their body control skills by participating in activities that involves balance and others that challenge their climbing and landing skills.
	In Year 5, pupils explore selection in programming through physical computing using the Crumble programming environment. They are introduced to a microcontroller and learn how to connect and control components such as lights and motors. Building on prior knowledge of repetition and conditions, children learn how programs can make decisions using ‘if… then…’ statements, often in response to a button or switch. The unit concludes with pupils designing and creating a working fairground carousel, applying their understanding of programming, electronics, and the stages of program design to bring their ideas to life.

	History
	

	For history this term, the children will be learning about the Battle of Jersey, which took place in the 18th century. They will explore 6 key questions over 6 lessons:

KQ1: Why was Jersey important in the 18th century?
KQ2: How did the French manage to land in Jersey without being stopped?
KQ3: Who was Major Pierson and why did he decide to fight back?
KQ4: What happened during the Battle of Jersey in the Royal Square?
KQ5: What changed after the Battle of Jersey and why is it remembered?
KQ6: Why was the Battle of Jersey important? 

The children will explore these questions using their enquiry skills, looking at a range of sources and accounts to help them build a picture of this event. 
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