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Spring Term 1, 2025-2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

We hope you all enjoyed a restful Christmas break, and we send our best wishes for a happy and successful 2026.

We have an exciting and productive term ahead. Our focus will be on supporting the children to work hard and reach their full potential across all areas of learning.

Homework will continue to follow the same format as before. Please support your child by practising times tables daily for around 10 minutes. In addition, we ask that one piece of topic homework be completed during this half term. We will be holding an Exhibition towards the end of the term focusing on our new topic “Scrumdidlyumptious!”

This term the children will be having a chocolate day on Friday 30th January.  For Chocolate Day, we kindly ask that children bring in a small amount of chocolate that does not contain nuts for the class to try. Children may come to school dressed as a character from Charlie and the Chocolate Factory or wear non-uniform on the day.

We will also be holding a Year 3 Exhibition this term, where parents and carers are invited to come and view the children’s home learning projects. This will take place on Thursday 12th February from 1:15–2:00pm in the Year 3 classroom.


Thank you for your continued support.

Miss Grant and Miss McCarthy 

	Scrumdiddlyumptious
Topic Overview

We’re set for a delicious journey of discovery this term, sampling fantastic fruits and tantalising treats! We’ll taste a variety of fruits and vegetables and use all our senses to investigate them.

Will we enjoy everything we try? We’ll experiment with different types of bread – and maybe even bake our own.

In art and design, we’ll take a closer look at fruits and vegetables, carefully sketching what we observe. We’ll follow recipes and explore foods from around the world. In science, our learning will focus on food groups and how different foods can be changed. Will we be able to create bouncy eggs, edible slime, or exploding chocolate drops?

[image: ]Using fruits and vegetables, we’ll also make our own musical instruments and sculptures. Along the way, we’ll learn about the fascinating discoveries made by physicist James Lind.









	Mathematics
	Reading

	As mathematicians we will be learning about length, mass and
volume. We will be applying our knowledge and skills through
problem solving which will help develop reasoning skills. 
We will be continuing to develop our journaling skills
	[image: Charlie & the Chocolate Factory: Dahl, Roald: 9780142410318: Books -  Amazon.ca]Class Reader: 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory– Roald Dahl. Key Skills to be covered this half term: 
Guided Reading – our focus will be developing our comprehension skills. Learning to making predictions, infer feelings and retrieve answers from the text.


	Computing
	Science

	In Year 3, pupils are introduced to programming using Scratch, a visual and child-friendly coding environment that will be new to most learners. They learn how to create simple programs by arranging instructions in the correct order, known as sequencing. Children explore motion, sound, and event blocks and use these to bring their ideas to life. Throughout the unit, pupils are guided to plan, test, and improve their programs in a structured way. The learning culminates in an engaging project where pupils create a virtual piano, demonstrating their understanding of how sequences of instructions control what happens on screen.

	Forces and Magnets:
In Year 3 Science, children will explore magnets and forces, developing their curiosity about how things move and interact with one another. Through hands-on investigations and practical experiments, pupils will learn about pushes and pulls and how forces affect the movement, speed and direction of objects.

Children will investigate different types of forces, including gravity, friction and air resistance, and consider how these forces are used in everyday life. They will explore magnets, learning which materials are magnetic and which are not, and discovering that magnets have two poles which can attract or repel each other.


	French
	R.E

	As linguists we will be developing our vocabulary and building the phrases we can use.
We will be focusing on recapping all the different topics learnt this year so far. This will be done through playing a variety of games and verbally practicing the things they have learnt. 









	This term, children will learn about Islam, exploring what it means for Muslims to follow God (Allah) and how this shapes their daily lives. Pupils will be introduced to key beliefs within Islam and will learn about the importance of the Qur’an as the holy book for Muslims.

A central focus of this unit will be the Five Pillars of Islam, which provide guidance for how Muslims live their faith. Children will learn about Shahadah (faith), Salah (prayer), Zakah (charity), Sawm (fasting during Ramadan) and Hajj (pilgrimage), and consider why each pillar is important to Muslims around the world.


	Writing 
	Oracy

	This term in Year 3, children will take part in three exciting writing journeys, developing their creativity, vocabulary and understanding of different text types.

The first journey focuses on biography writing, where pupils will learn about the life of Roald Dahl. Children will research key events from his life and practise organising information into paragraphs, using time conjunctions and writing in the past tense.

Next, pupils will explore poetry, with a focus on Haiku poems. They will learn about the structure and features of a Haiku, including syllable patterns and descriptive language, and will experiment with powerful vocabulary to create vivid imagery.

The final writing journey will involve writing a playscript based on Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. Children will learn how to write dialogue, use stage directions and organise a script into scenes. This unit will encourage pupils to think carefully about character, expression and how stories can be adapted for performance.

	This term in Year 3, our oracy focus is on the Physical Strand, helping children develop confident and effective spoken communication through an awareness of body language.

Children will continue to learn how non-verbal communication supports spoken language, including the use of eye contact, facial expressions, posture, gestures and appropriate volume. Children will continue to explore how these skills help them to communicate clearly, show confidence and engage an audience when speaking.
To celebrate progress and achievement in this area, an Oracy Award will be presented to a pupil who demonstrates outstanding use of body language and confident communication throughout the term.

	Music
	Art & D.T

	In music we shall be focussed on developing the basics of reading music. We shall explore the musical stave, crotchets, quavers etc.  We will learn how to read and play rhythms and learn the pitch names of notes all by using a variety of games and activities. We shall have fun playing different rhythms and learning to play Ode to Joy. This is also the term to celebrate the lunar new year with music using the pentatonic scale to make Chinese inspired music together.

	The children will have an Artist focus this half term, the artist is Dima Braga and will be sketching in the style of the artist. He focuses on shape, tone and shades of colour to create still life images. We will also be using modelling materials to create fruits which we will paint in weird and wonderful ways just like Willy Wonka’s factory in our class reader.





	P.E
	P.S.H.E

	This half term, the children will continue to develop their body control skills by participating in activities that involve balance, along with others that challenge their climbing and landing skills. We will also play a number of games that will help to develop key object control skills, such as: throwing, catching, kicking and striking.
	Living in the wider world 
This term, we will be looking at how we can make our community and society safe. We will learn about rules and laws, and how they keep us safe. We will also cover internet safety, altering photos on photoshop and social media.
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